A new Nothogenus - xNeobergiopsis      By Derek Butcher in J Brom Soc 51(1);7. 2001
A few months ago I received advice from Western Australia that there was a Hohenbergiopsis guatemalensis being grown in Australia that  had no scape to the inflorescence . At the time this had me worried because Hohenbergia and Hohenbergiopsis have rather tall inflorescences. In fact the only real difference I can find between these two genera is that Hohenbergiopsis does not had appendages at the base of the petals. With the current view that petal appendages are not an important diagnostic at  genus level it is possible that Hohenbergiopsis may yet disappear but that is for the future.  So you cannot really tell the difference without a bit of poking about amidst the petals!

On a trip to Queensland in August 2000 I found this Hohenbergia guatemalensis  that didn’t have a scape but the owner must have been forewarned that I was coming. Olive Trevor  was convinced that  a Neoregelia must have supplied the pollen for her seedling, now grown up! She had obtained seedlings from Pinegrove Nursery in New South Wales and had even sold a few before they flowered. Clearly a Neoregelia had supplied pollen when it was thought that self pollination had occurred. This combination is unique and we will need to think up a new nothogenera to accommodate this rarity. The rules that apply for naming such nothogenera restricts us to a rather cumbersome xNeobergiopsis.  To remind us of its origins we decided to call it xNeobergiopsis ‘Pinegrove’

As an aside, I have friendly rivalry on the Internet as to who grows the proper Hohenbergiopsis guatemalensis and so far the Californians are ahead with a somewhat depauperate specimen. I am keen to be in a winning position so if anyone has a photo of the real plant I would be eternally grateful.
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